Identification of bacteria in water by a fluorescent array.
We report a method for the rapid and efficient identification of bacteria making use of five probes having fluorescent characteristics (F-array) and subsequent statistical analysis. Eight kinds of bacteria, including normal and multidrug-resistant bacteria, are differentiated successfully. Our easy-to-perform and time-saving method consists of mixing bacteria and probes, recording fluorescent intensity data by automated flow cytometry, and statistical analysis. No washing steps are required in order to identify the different bacteria simultaneously.